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A Major Caveat:

•I am not The Donald who 
claims to know more than US 
Generals about ISIS!

•So please bear with me on this 
presentation.  It gets 
complicated.
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Some Points to Ponder
• Saudi Arabia is one of our staunchest ME allies
• Saudi Arabia has exported Wahhabism around Muslim 

world; it is a strict form of Islam that condemns Western 
modernity

• Saudi Arabia supports the military dictatorship of Egypt 
and  is opposed to the Muslim Brotherhood

• Qatar is another of our staunch ME allies
• Qatar has exported a more benign form of Wahhabism
• Qatar supported Egyptian President Morsi and the Muslim 

Brotherhood and hates the military dictatorship of Egypt
• Both Qatar and Saudi Arabia are Sunni
• Both Qatar and Saudi Arabia are fighting ISIS
• Both Qatar and Saudi Arabia are fighting the Houthi rebels 

in Yemen; Houthis are Shi’ites



Points, continued
• Houthis of Yemen are supported by Iran
• Assad of Syria is supported by Iran
• Iraqi government is supported by Iran
• Hezbullah is supported by Iran
• Iraqi government is supported by US
• ISIS is our enemy
• ISIS is Iran’s enemy
• ISIS is Russian’s enemy
• Iran lets Russia use Iranian air bases for war on ISIS
• Hezbullah is a “terrorist” organization according to 

US
• Iran, Iraq, and Hezbullah - mainly Shi’ites hate ISIS
• ISIS is funded by Salafi Sunnis, extortion, and oil



Additional Points
• Turkey is part of NATO
• Turkey has air bases we use in fight against ISIS
• Turkey had a failed coup against an autocratic 

(although elected) president
• Turkey fights the Kurds
• Kurds stretch from eastern Turkey to western Iran 

and want independence
• Kurds are US Allies in Iraq and Syria against ISIS
• Kurds are the best organized community and 

have best trained fighters (AKA Peshmerga)
• We need Turkish air bases



More Points
• US is in coalition with Russia, NATO, Iran, Saudi 

Arabia, Qatar, UAE, Iraq, Turkey, Kurds, and Israel in 
their fight against ISIS

• US is in struggle with Iran for control of Iraq
• US is in struggle with Saudi Arabia for its exporting of 

Wahhabism and support of jihadism of all kinds
• US is in support of democracy
• US supports authoritarian regimes in Kuwait, Bahrain, 

UAE, SA, Oman, Iraq, Egypt . . .
• US military is dependent on bases in Bahrain, Qatar, 

Turkey for wars in Afghanistan and Iraq/Syria



And I haven’t even mentioned:
• El Qaeda in its many manifestations 
• Pakistan
• Jordan
• Libya
• Tunisia
• Oman
• Somalia
• Sudan
• South Sudan
• Turkmenistan
• Uzbekistan
• Kashmir



What can we conclude?
Anyone who thinks they’ve got an easy solution 
to the tangled alliances in the Middle East . . . 

“Just bomb them back to the Stone Age.” 
“We should have jumped in right away.”
“We should never have left Iraq.”
“How can we let dictators/women-haters/ 

terrorists/’them’ get away with this?”
is either arrogant about America’s ability to 
control events or ignorant of the facts on the 
ground.  
Or both.





Sides in the Conflict
• Syrian army or Assad, NDF, Russia, Iran, Hezbollah, 

Shiite groups from Iraq
• Anti-ISIS coalition, NATO, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 

UAE
• Rebels forces: FSA, Ahrar al-Sham, Al-Nusra - Al-Qaeda 

in Syria, other groups, Turkmen
• Kurds: YPG, SDF
• Turkey, Turks
• Islamic State
• Non-aligned


