






















Reconstruction 1st  
1865 - 1877  



Reconstruction Amendments 
 
During Reconstruction, three amendments to the Constitution were made in an effort to 
establish equality for black Americans.  
 
The Thirteenth Amendment, adopted in 1865, abolished slavery or involuntary servitude 
except in punishment for a crime. The Fourteenth Amendment, adopted in 1868, defined 
all people born in the United States as citizens, required due process of  law, and required 
equal protection to all people. The Fifteenth Amendment, ratified in 1870, was supposed  
to prevent the denial of  a citizen’s vote based on race, color, or previous condition of  
servitude. 
 

          Slavery by Another Name, PBS, WGVU 
http://www.pbs.org/tpt/slavery-by-another-name/themes/reconstruction-amendments/ 
 
 





















1896: 
Homer Plessy 





Justice 
John Marshall Harlan 

 
“Our Constitution is color-blind, and 
neither knows nor tolerates classes 
among citizens.… In my opinion, 
the judgment this day rendered will, 
in time, prove to be quite as 
pernicious as the decision made by 
this tribunal in the Dred Scott case.
… The present decision, it may well 
be apprehended, will not only 
stimulate aggressions, more or less 
brutal and irritating, upon the 
admitted rights of  colored citizens, 
but will encourage the belief  that it 
is possible, by means of  state 
enactments, to defeat the beneficent 
purposes which the people of  the 
United States had in view when they 
adopted the recent amendments of  
the Constitution.” 
	













1942 
Detroit, Michigan 





Senator  
Strom Thurmond  

[D – South Carolina] 
 

1948 Pres. Candidate 
States’ Rights 

Democratic Party 
 

Dixiecrats 







Reconstruction 2nd   
1954 - 1968  











1955: 
Emmett Till 











1956: 
Montgomery Bus Boycott 













1960: 
South Carolina Governor Fritz Hollings  

presents Confederate flag to presidential candidate John F. Kennedy 



“As the debate raged over civil rights in 
1961, the [South Carolina] Democratic 
legislature under Governor Ernest 
“Fritz” Hollings, a Democrat, raised the 
Stars and Bars to mark the ‘Confederate 
War Centennial.’” 
 
 

                                                                                             National Review 
                                                                                            June 26, 2015 
 
 
                                                                                    http://www.nationalreview.com/article/420335/confederate-flag-democrats.  
 	



“While the flag’s raising may not have been 
explicitly political or racial . . . the political context 
in which it was raised and kept flying was 
inseparable from the civil rights battles of  the era 
and their revival of  the federal government’s fight to 
re-impose the civil rights protections it instituted 
after the Civil War and then let fall into disuse for 
nearly a century after the end of  Reconstruction.” 
 
                                                                                          Red State 
                                                                                          June 23, 2015 
                                                                                             http://www.nationalreview.com/article/420335/confederate-flag-democrats.  



1963: 
Birmingham, Ala. 



1963:  
Birmingham, Ala. 



1963: 
Birmingham, Alabama 





Unlikely  
Civil Rights Champion 

 
Lyndon Baines Johnson [LBJ] 

36th President of  the 
United States 
[1963 – 1969] 

 
Great Society 

 
Civil Rights Legislation 

 
Vietnam 

 
The Treatment 



The Johnson Treatment: Up Close and Personal 
[with occasional arm twisting]  



LBJ  
&  

Senator Theodore Green [D-Conn.] 

LBJ & Abe 
Fortas 
[SCOTUS] 



LBJ & Senator Richard Russell 



LBJ  
&  

Whitney Young 









July 2, 1964: 
Civil Rights Act 



August 6, 1965 
Voting Rights Act 











April 9, 1968 



Reconstruction 3rd    
Nov. 4, 2008 — present   



Barack Obama 
44th President  

of  the 
United States of  America 





January 2014: 
Swiffer Advertisement 



“Pretty soon it’ll be as normal an image as…well…vanilla 

and chocolate ice cream. Advertisers aren’t doing this out 

of  some social advocacy. This is where the world is going, 

folks. Now go mop your floors.”  

          Beyond Black and White 
    http://www.beyondblackwhite.com/swiffer-commercial-just-beginning-ad-guys-know-exactly-whats/.  

 



Jackie Roosevelt Robinson  
 

(Jan. 31, 1919 – Oct. 24, 1972) 



Jackie Robinson: You want a player 
who doesn't have the guts to fight 
back? 
 
Branch Rickey: No. I want a player 
who's got the guts *not* to fight back. 
 
Jackie Robinson: You give me a 
uniform, you give me a number on my 
back, I'll give you the guts. 



Jackie Robinson 

 

“Jackie Robinson's baseball 

career recalled another man . . . 

who arose from a racially 

disenfranchised people, who was 

cursed and spat upon, who was 

rejected by many, who had the 

guts not to fight back, who bore 

the curse in place of  his people, 

who tore down the wall of  

separation so those formerly 

rejected could enter into the 

inner sanctum.”                    

                  The Gospel Coalition 
http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/jackie-robinson-had-

the-guts-not-to-fight-back 









“In the years after the war, the Confederate battle flag was 

probably less displayed than it is today. But after World War 

II . . . it had a second life. And that life was associated with 

defiance of  the federal government and opposition to the Civil 

Rights and racial equality of  the African American population in 

the South.” 
 

                          “Why the Confederate Flag Made a Twentieth-Century Comeback” 

 National Geographic [online]: http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2015/06/150626-confederate-flag-civil-rights-movement-

war-history/ 

	



Old Glory: 
The Flag of  ALL Americans 


