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This presentation is dedicated to Dr. Fred Johnson



• The bulk of the material is from Colin Woodard’s book American 
Nations, published in 2011

• The interpretations are my own















Geography of the American Nations



The American Nations: Origins
• Yankeedom

East Anglia to New England
• New Netherland

The Dutch to New York and New Jersey
• Midlands

Quakers from the English Midlands, and Germans, to Pennsylvania
• Tidewater

Southern and western Britain to Virginia and Maryland
• Greater Appalachia

Borderlanders from the north of England and southern Scotland to 
Appalachia
• The Deep South

English planters in Barbados to the Carolinas and Georgia



Origins: Yankeedom 
(East Anglia)



Origins: New Netherland 
(The Netherlands)



Origins: Midlands 
(North Midlands of England, German Palatinate)



Origins: Greater Appalachia 
(English/Scottish border, Northern Ireland)



Origins: Deep South 
(Barbados)





Nation Founding Ethnic origin Religion Geographic impacts

Tidewater 

VA, MD, DE

Jamestown 1607 Royalist Anglican
Catholic (MD)

Tobacco, navigable rivers

Yankeedom:

MA, CT, RI, NH

Upper NY

Boston 1621 Parliamentary, East Anglia Congregational Land not so good for farming

New Netherland:

S NY, NJ

New Amsterdam 1624 Dutch Reformed Calvinist New York harbor, Hudson

Deep South:

NC, SC, GA

Charleston 1670 Royalists in Barbados Sugar cane and cotton climate

Midlands

NE PA

Philadelphia 1682 English Quakers, Germans Quaker, Pietist pacifist 
protestant

Good farming land

Greater Appalachia

SW PA, W VA,

W NC, W SC

Various

(1717)

Scots-Irish borderlanders Presbyterian Calvinist Mountain terrain, few towns
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